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It is not only the big, old “forest trees” that are, as George Monbiot writes, the threatened “keystone 
structures” for our ecology (The gift we should give to the living world? Time, and lots of it, 8 
August). Our cities too, and the green spaces within them, are home to essential canopies of 
magnificent trees, many well over 100 years old, but equally threatened. “Natural capital 
accounting” and the business bottom line is here also to blame. 
One serious example is the longstanding policy of insurance companies to escape the cost of 
remedial work on properties with subsidence by blaming it on the root systems of long-established 
trees nearby. They demand felling, and the essential green cover and all the beneficial ecosystems 
are lost for ever. If the landowner, normally a local authority, is determined to retain its trees then 
the insurers pursue them for every cost. Few have sufficient resources. The insurance industry needs 
to realise that such a policy not only destroys the irreplaceable mature greenery of our cities, but 
also contributes to the extreme weather events that are generating more insurance claims. 

… as you’re joining us today from India, we have a small favour to ask. Perhaps you’re familiar with 
the Guardian’s reputation for hard-hitting, urgent reporting on the environment, which tens of 
millions of people read every year. We need your support to continue providing high-quality 
coverage from across a rapidly changing world. 

The Guardian views the climate crisis as the defining issue of our time. It is already here. Mega-
droughts, wildfires, flooding and extreme heat are making growing parts of our planet 
uninhabitable. As parts of the world emerge from the pandemic, carbon emissions are again on the 
rise, risking a rare opportunity to transition to a more sustainable future. 

The Guardian has renounced fossil fuel advertising, becoming the first major global news 
organisation to do so. We have committed to achieving net zero emissions by 2030. And we are 
consistently increasing our investment in environmental reporting, recognising that an informed 
public is crucial to keeping the worst of the crisis at bay. 

More than 1.5 million readers, in 180 countries, have recently taken the step to support us 
financially – keeping us open to all and fiercely independent. With no shareholders or billionaire 
owner, we can set our own agenda and provide trustworthy journalism that’s free from commercial 
and political influence, offering a counterweight to the spread of misinformation. When it’s never 
mattered more, we can investigate and challenge without fear or favour. 

Unlike many others, Guardian journalism is available for everyone to read, regardless of what they 
can afford to pay. We do this because we believe in information equality. Greater numbers of people 
can keep track of global events, understand their impact on people and communities, and become 
inspired to take meaningful action. 

Source: https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/aug/11/city-trees-are-as-under-threat-
as-our-forests 
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